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Upcoming Events

e Jine 15-August 1, Cele-
brando la Familia Summer

Program

 lly 4, Independence Day,
AFY Offices Closed

* Jily 21, 7:00 am.-3:00
p.m., AFY Rummage Sde

* August 20, S. Vrain Valley
School District first day of
school

» September 10, Homework
Clubs begin this week

» Sptember 16, Dieciséis
de Septiembre, Mexican
Independence Day, Cele-
bration a Kensington

Park, 12:00-5:00 p.m.

AFY Rummage Sale
Sat., uly21, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
AFY Building, 24 Ninth Ave.

Fox Hill's Women CGolf Asso-
ciation and AFY will hold a
rummage sale to benefit
AFY. For more information
or to donate items, contact
the office at 303-776-8184
or e-mail alexa@alternatives
foryouth.org.
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AFY'S AWARD WNING STAFF

One of the vital components of Alterna-
tives for Youth's success is our staff.
Twelve part-time and two full-time staff
members help to run AFY’s programs.
Our staff's dedication and hard work is
remarkable and, this year, award win-
ning!

Hall of Famer

Sint dJmenez, a teacher at Clearview
Educational Center, was honored on
April 22, 2007 for his athletic achieve-
ment. Saint was inducted into the East
Chicago Hall of Fame in Indiana in the
Athletic Achievement category. A
Washington College basketball star,
Saint later started for Creighton Univer-
sity. Saint will be the Assistant Girls
Basketball coach at Skyline beginning in
the fall.

Make Time for Kids Award

On April 24, 2007, Deb Roberts, AFY’s
Executive Director, received a “Make
Time for Kids Award,” which recog
nizes people and organizations in the
Longmont or Lyons area who strive to
help youth succeed. Deb was recog
nized for being a motivating, positive,
inspiring and caring adult who champi-
ons work with youth while sharing a

Mary Mgil accepts her Unity in the Community award
from Mayor Pirnack on behalf of all the youth.

message of love and support for the youth
in the . Vrain Valley School District.

Martin Luther King, X. Scholar

Gina Quintana, CRAM Program Director,
was awarded the Martin Luther King, J.
Scholarship on April 26 at Colorado Sate
University's Celebrate Colorado Sate
Luncheon. The Martin Luther King, J.
Stholarship is awarded to one graduate
student for outstanding achievement in
academics and service to and advancement
of diversity. Ginais a masters degree stu-

(Continued on page 2)

SUMMER PROGRAM KICK-OFF

One dune 15, AFY’s Celebrando la Fa-
milia Program held the annua Summer
Program Kick-Off BBQ. Close to 80
youth and their families attended, enjoy-

ing food and friends until after dark.

Celebrando la Familiads Summer Pro-
gram is a low cost, six-week program
that provides leadership training to teen
assistants while providing positive rec-

reational activities and academic prepara
tion to elementary and middle school stu-
dents. Through their work mentoring,
teaching math, English and science lessons,
and helping to plan summer activities, teen
assistants gain valuable leadership and ca-
reer skills and start building their work
history.  Hementary and middle school
students are provided with academic
preparation for the coming school year

and a variety of activities and field trips.s
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DIECISEIS DE SEPTIEMBRE

On Sptember 15, Longmont will celebrate Mexican Inde-  Mexico's independence was recognized by the Spanish

pendence Day or Dieciséis de Septiembre. On Septem-
ber 16 in 1810, Miguel Hidalgo, a parish priest, gave the

Grito de Dolores or cal for the inde-
pendence of Mexico. "Grito de
Dolores," a pun in Spanish means both
"The Shout from [the town of]
Dolores' and "The Cry of Sorrows,"
signifying the sorrows that Spain’s rule
caused Mexico.

Hidalgo rang the church bell to gather

his congreggtion, then called for Mexican independence
and the exile or arrest of al Soaniards in Mexico. He
ended by cdling out, "Mexicanos, jViva México!" Shortly
after, Hidalgo formed an army and tried to take over the
government, but he was eventually defeated.

viceroy in 1821.
enactment of the day has become traditional. The Mexi-

Snce the late 19th century, a re-

— - can President rings Hidalgo's bell (now
Dieciseis de Septiembre | 5 the National Paace on the Zécalo in
Celebration Mexico City) and repeats Hidago's
Saturday, September 15 words every year a 11:00 p.m. on
12:00-5:00 p.m. September 15. On September 16, a
Kensington Park, Longmont military parade starts in the Z6calo and
A family friendly event featuring |ends at Paseo de la Reforma.
food, performers and fun! (Information adapted from Wikipedia).

Longmont is invited to join in the Dieciseis de Septiem-
bre Celebration on Sturday, September 15 from 12:00-
5:00 p.m. a Kensington Park. The family-friendly cele-
bration will include food, information and vendor booths
as well as local performers. o

SPOTLIGHT: H

Grade: 7th
Role at
AFY: Home-
work  Club
Volunteer
About Her
Experience:
“When | met
Ledlie, my
perspective
was changed.
These kids just wanted to learn, and
my job was to help them.”

Alternatives for Youth’s volunteers
are avital part of our programs. Both
adult and youths generously give their
time to AFY’s youth, providing chap-
erones, food, mentoring, tutoring,
transportation and other office sup-
port as well as adding to the rich di-
versity of AFY’s community, drawing
in people of different ages and eth-
nicities. As a Homework Club Volun-
teer, Hannah Bell, a seventh grader,
tutors students at Rocky Mountain
Hementary school.

We often focus on what our volun-
teers give to our youth, but in an es
say about compassion, Hannah wrote
about how much the youth gave her.
She wrote the following about her

ANNAH BELL

experience:

My brother, dad and | walked into
Rocky Hementary library and about
forty pars of eyes looked up. We
weren't racist, but we couldn’t help
but notice nearly al of the children
were Hispanic. | was a a place | didn't
want to be and was lost. The kids ob-
viously knew each other, and | was
the outsider. | looked around hoping
for a savior, a sympathetic face. | did-
n't expect my savior to be aten-year-
old grl with big eyes and an even big-
ger smile, but she was.

“Hi, I'm Ledlie,” Ledlie, my savior said.
“What is your name? She rolled her
“r's” beautifully.

“Umm, Hannah,” | answered.

“Will you come help me with my
homework? It's math,” she asked po-
litely. | looked around and saw kids
pointing at me and talking in Spanish. |
felt like | had just walked into the
classroom naked. . . .

“Qire, let’s go,” | said nervoudly. |
walked up to her table where her
twin sister was sitting. It was easy
math, just skip counting, but Leslie had
saved my life by showing me how

(Continued on page 4)

STAFF AWARDS,
CONT'D

(Continued from page 1)
dent in counseling at C3U.

Community Unity Award

On May 5, Mary Vigil, Celebrando
la Familia Program Director,
received Longmont’s Community
Unity Award at Longmont
Celebrates Cinco de Mayo. The
award, gven to one person
annually, recognizes one individual
each year for his or her dedication
to the Longmont community, opti-
mism in the ability to achieve an
inclusive/diverse community, en-
thusiasm, a sense of humor, a vi-
sionary, a generosity of spirit and
heart, and a display of passion for
working with al segments of the
community to truly unite, embrace,
respect and celebrate each person
in our community. A natural com-
munity builder, Mary is a most
unique and precious jewel in Long-
mont. She does it quietly, passion-
ately, and without any need for
recognition.

Congratulations to our staff mem-
bers for the recognition of their
work! e
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A FY FYI:

School is out for the summer but Alternatives for Youth
continues to engage Longmont’s youth. Following are
highlights from our programs:

Celebrando la Familia has been busy with a variety of

PrOGRaAVI UPDATES

Clearview Educational Center ended the school
year on May 23. Heven middle and high school stu-
dents attended Clearview’s summer school luine 4-dine
14, continuing their academic preparation for return to
their home schools and participating in a community

activities.  The Program
Director, Mary Vigl, helped
orchestrate a successful
Cinco de Mayo celebration
in Longmont, with approxi-
mately 6,000 people at-
tending even with unpre-
dictable weather. Cele-
brando kicked off the 2007
Smmer Program on Jne
15 and will continue with a
variety of activities for ele-
mentary and middle school
youth until August 1. The
staff is making plans for the

The Folklorico Dance Group debuted the Chiapas dance at Cinco de Mayo.

service activity.

In fal 2007, Clearview
will expand to a five
hour school day for the
high school students,
adding two hours to the
school day for struc-
tured classroom instruc-
tion and the opportunity
to earn high school

credit in additional
classes, including mathe-
matics. The middle

school will continue with

2007-2008 Homework Clubs at Heritage and Trail Ridge
Middle Schools and Columbine and Rocky Mountain He-
mentary Schools while exploring the possibility of start-
ing a new Homework Club site at a third elementary
school.

Celebrando la Familia's Folklorico Dance Group is prac-
ticing two new dances, Chiapas from the Mexican state
of Chigpas and Haminco from the Mexican state of
Cadiz. The Chiapas dance was debuted at Cinco de
Mayo, and the Haminco dance will be debuted at
Dieciseis de Septiembre.

three hours per day.

CRAM (Conflict Resolution and Anger Manage-
ment) wrapped up classes at Heritage and Longs Peak
Middle School with the end of the school year. CRAM
is will continue to hold evening classes throughout the
summer. Funding is currently being sought to continue
as well as expand CRAM to S. Vrain Valey Shool Dis-
trict schools in south Weld County. CRAM, which of-
fers classes for middle and high school students who
are at risk for expulsion, is the only such intervention
program available at no cost to . Vrain Valey Shool
District students. ¢

Yes! | want to help young people succeed! |/we wish to support Alternativesfor Youth’'s work

in helping youth succeed by:

? Receiving periodic informationa e-mails
? Volunteering
Making a gift donation of

? $25 ? $50 ? $100
? $150 ? $200 ? $250
? Other:

Name:
Address:

City, Sate, Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Hease return this form to Alternatives for Youth, 24 Ninth Avenue, Longmont, GO 80501 or fax to 303.776.1093. Alternatives
for Youth is a 501(c)(3) norHprofit. Donations to Alternatives for Youth are tax dedudible. We do not sl or trade our mailing
or emailing list to anyone.
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SPOTLIGHT:

(Continued from page 2)

compassionate she could be. On the way
home, | thought of al the rumors | had
heard about the Hispanic population. Al-
though some of the stories are true, none
of the kids | had just met could ever do the
things | had heard about.

When my dad told me | was to be a tutor
so that | could give back to my community, |
was scared. | kept thinking the kids would
have guns and knives in their back pockets
and would ask me if | wanted drugs. When
| met Ledlie, my perspective was changed.
These kids just wanted to learn, and my job
was to help them.

The next day, | walked in confidently and
went to sit at a table with a group of fifth
graders. They thought it would be funny to
confuse me by talking in Sanish. | tried to
act with authority by sitting up straight and
saying, “Focus kids’ and things like that.
They were smart and saw right through my
charade. They stripped me of my confi-
dence, and so, the next day, | planned to sit
with Ledie.

The next time, Ledie wasn't there, so | sat
at atable with three younger kids. When |
walked up, hesitantly, a little boy looked up

HANNAH BELL, CONT’'D

and smiled a big toothy grin. His dasses
were dlightly lopsided, and his shirt was
inside out and backwards. He was so cute! |
sat down by him and in his slight accent and
broken Engish, he sad to me, “H-hhi.
What's . . . como se dice?. .. What's your
name?

| answered, “Hannah. W hat’s your's?’
“Juan! Want to help me with my math?’

“Qre” | sad, relieved and happy that |
would not have to go to a different table.
We worked together for the whole time.
On the way home, | realized how smart and
full of compassion al the kids were. They
knew two languages, and | only knew one,
and they dlowed me to be their friend.

Jian and Ledie are probably two of the
most compassionate people I've ever met.
They didn't know who | was, but they knew
| looked lonely and lost. They saw that and
became my friends. They alowed me to
enter their hearts and their lives because |
was aone. These children gave me the
greatest gift, compassion.

Thank you to all of our volunteers for the assis
tance you give to our youth. Thank you to all of
our participating youth who make AFY's work so
worthwhile.



	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4

