
A F Y  Y O U T H  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  

A FY  JO I N S G I V I N G F I RST  O N L I N E 
G I V I N G  T O O L , WWW.GIVINGFIRST.ORG 
On October 3, LMC Community Foun-
dation’s second phase of GivingFirst will 
go live . . . with 
Alternatives for 
Youth as a par-
ticipant! Begin-
ning October 3, 
interested do-
nors can use 
GivingFirst to 
make a secure 
credit card donation to AFY. 
 

As a part of the second phase of Giving-
First, LMC Community Foundation will 
give 50¢ on each dollor donated to 
AFY, up to $5,000 until the total 
$50,000 maximum is reached for the 
120 non-profits participating in the sec-
ond phase.  In addition, through the end 
of 2007, LMC Community Foundation 
will pay all credit card fees, usually 
about 3% per gift, so that 100% of a do-
nation goes to AFY.    
 

Launched on May 31, 2007, GivingFirst 
is an online giving tool that connects 
donors and non-profits, providing po-
tential donors with in-depth information 

about Denver-metro non-profits.  “This 
innovative online resource provides vital 

facts about a non-
profit ’s manage-
ment, finances, and 
programs and cre-
ates a detailed por-
trait to help donors 
make informed deci-
sions about their 
charitable giving,”  

said Cheryl Haggstrom, vice president and 
COO of LMC Community Foundation. 
“The Foundation believes this program will 
encourage philanthropy, recognize the 
good work of hundreds of area nonprofits, 
and strengthen the nonprofit sector and 
the entire community.”  To date, Giving-
First has raised $175,635 in donations for 
37 non-profits. AFY is excited to be a part 
of GivingFirst’s second phase! 
 

To support the launch of GivingFirst, LMC 
Community Foundation developed a high-
profile media campaign that features local 
celebrities such as Janet Elway, Penny 
Parker, Chef Frank Bonanno, and Helen 
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October-D ecember  2007 

Upcoming Events 

•  October 3, Donate to 
AFY through GivingFirst 

•  October 20-November 4, 
La Ofrenda de Los Muer-
tos: Honoring the Days of 
the Dead, Longmont Mu-
seum (details on p. 2) 

•  November, support AFY 
by getting your gifts 
wrapped at Borders, visit 
AFY’s website for the date 

•  December 24-25 and Janu-
ary 1, Happy Holidays!  
AFY offices closed. 

I NSI DE THI S I SSUE:  

Events: Dia de los Muertos 2 

No “Kid”ding . . . 2 

AFY FYI 3 

Get Involved! 3 

Spotlight:  4 

Y O U T H  M A T T E R S  

An important part of AFY’s programs is 
to show youth how to become engaged 
in their community. Our youth attend 
City Council meetings as participants 
and spectators, take part in community 
service activities such as adopt-a-park, 
and volunteer for our Homework Club 
and Summer Program.  In August, one of 
our youth completed Longmont Free 
University’s Mercado program, where 
she l ear ned  t h e basi cs o f 
entrepreneurship and sold an original 

product at the Fesitval on Main. In 
September, our Folklorico Dance Group 
performed at the Longmont Museum’s 
opening of a new permanent exhibit, 
“Front Range Rising,” which explores the 
attraction of the Front Range and Long-
mont's role in this distinctive region.  A 
photo of one of our dancers, Erika Ibarra, 
will be a part of the permanent display, as 
an illustration of the dynamism of Latino 
culture and Folklorico dance.  Our youth 
are a vital part of our community! • 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  Yo u t h , I n c .  
Helping Youth Succeed 

Thank You Fox Hill Coun-
t ry Club’s W omen Golf 

Associat ion!   
On July 14 Fox Hill’s Women 
Golf Association’s Chili Pep-
per Classic raised $1,141 for 
AFY.  Their efforts towards 
our rummage sale on July 21 

helped raise an additional 
$900.  These fundraising ef-
forts will help us to reach 
community youth through 

after-school programs, pre-
suspension intervention and 
post-expulsion programs. 
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From October 20 until November 4, Longmont Museum 
and Cultural Center will host La Ofrenda de los Muertos: 
Honoring Days of the Dead.  For two weeks, the public is 
invited to explore family alters and 
interactive exhibits about this holi-
day, help make sugar skulls on Oc-
tober 21, and attend the 7th Annual 
El Dia de los Muertos on October 
27 for traditional food, music, 
dance, sugar skull decorating, face 
painting, and storytelling.  
 

Dia de los Muertos is a holiday cele-
brated in many parts of the world 
on November 1, All Saints Day, and November 2, All 
Souls Day.  “Though the subject matter may be consid-
ered morbid from the perspective of some other cul-

tures, celebrants typically approach the Day of the Dead 
joyfully, and . . . the traditional mood is much brighter 
with emphasis on celebrating and honoring the lives of 

the deceased, and celebrating the 
continuation of life; the belief is not 
that death is the end, but rather 
the beginning of a new stage in life.” 
(www.wikipedia.com) 
 

Alternatives for Youth is proud to 
be a continuing Community Partner 
for this event.  Our staff and youth 
will display family alters, and the 
Folklorico Dance Group will per-

form on October 27.  For more information see 
www.ci.longmont.co.us/museum/exhibits/laOfrenda.htm 
or call 303-651-8374. •  

La Ofrenda de los Muertos:  
Honoring Days of the Dead 

October 20-November 4 
Longmont Museum 

Exhibition for the Day of the Dead fea-
turing family altars and interactive exhib-
its. Day of the Dead Event, October 27, 

11:00-5:00.  All free admission. 

Thorpe, plus national personality 
Reggie Rivers.  
 

GivingFirst provides a user friendly 
interface and security to donors.  
Information about donors will be 
given to AFY but LMC Community 
Foundation does not use donor con-
tact information. 
 

LMC Community Foundation is a 
community foundation that har-
nesses the Power of Philanthropy to 
improve lives. They serve the met-
ropolitan-Denver community, and 
promote well-being through its 
many dimensions.  The GivingFirst 
program, provided free to participat-
ing non-profits, is one of LMC Com-
munity Foundation’s efforts to pro-
moting metro-Denver non-profits. 
More information about LMC Com-
munity Foundation is available at 
www.lmccf.org. 
 

GivingFirst provides donors with a 
wonderful way to maximize a gift to 
AFY.  To explore GivingFirst and to 
participate in the donation program, 
visit www.givingfirst.org. • 
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lead her to AFY, Angel put in her 
positive box that she wanted to work 
with “at-risk youth in a small setting 
where I could see I was making a dif-
ference and in a setting where I could 
use my talents and knowledge in 
working with at-risk youth, fostering 
diversity and teaching through aca-
demic rigor and experiential learning. 
The opportunity was given to me at 
Clearview, and that’s all I could ever 
ask,” Angel said.   

Angel envisions continuing to develop 
Clearview’s program so that students 
gain background knowledge in the 
classroom, have the opportunity to 
use their knowledge outside the class-
room, are connected to community 
resources, participate in monthly ser-
vice learning projects to learn the im-
portance of giving back to the commu-
nity outside of a court order, and have 
new and adventurous experiences.  
The first trip the students will take is a 
day trip to Rocky Mountain National 
Park. Angel plans to expand these 
experiences to include longer trips, 
such as following the Lewis and Clark 
Trail.  

We are as excited about the outcome 
of her positive box as Angel is! • 

(Continued from page 4) 

N o  “ K i d ” d i n g !  
Did You Know? 

·  70% of high school students in the 
St. Vrain Valley School District re-
port having tried alcohol  with 53.1% 
of 12th graders having used alcohol 
in the last 30 days and 37.9% of 12th 
graders having engaged in binge 
drinking. 

·  Brain changes that occur during ado-
lescence may temporarily shield 
teens from certain effects of alcohol 
such as intoxication and hangover. 
But this phase of brain development 
can make adolescents more vulner-
able to long-term harm to the brain 
and to alcohol abuse.  

·  People who begin drinking by age 15 
are 5 times more likely to abuse or 
become dependent on alcohol than 
those who begin after age 20. 

·  Studies show that more than 35% of 
adults with an alcohol problem de-
veloped symptoms, such as binge 
drinking by age 19. 

·  In 2003, 31% of drivers age 15 to 20 
who died in traffic accidents had 
been drinking alcohol.  

·  One of AFY’s goals is to decrease 
the use of alcohol, drugs and tobac-
cos among teens through education 
and positive programs. 

(Boulder County 2005 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 
www.hon.ch/ News/ HSN/ 535690.ht ml and 
ncadi.samhsa.gov/govpubs/ph323/#NAME.) 



Peace and Longmont’s Inclusive Communities Celebra-
tion and Proclamation.  

In July, Angel Salathe was hired as Clearview Educa-
t ional Center ’s new Program Director (see Spotlight 
on back page to learn more about Angel).  Clearview 

began the school year with an 
interior and programmatic face 
lift.  Staff members pitched in 
to paint and rearrange the 
school in August in a true low 
cost remix. Clearview ex-
panded to a five hour school 
day for the high school stu-
dents, adding two hours for 
structured classroom instruc-
tion to earn more high school 
credit, including math under the 
tutorship of Willis Corcoran, 
and for one-on-one counseling.  
Clearview will continue to 

serve expelled middle and high school students and, this 
year, will take a limited number of pre-expulsion stu-
dents. 

CRAM (Conflict  Resolut ion and Anger  Manage-
ment ) wrapped up evening summer classes in August.  
CRAM is holding day classes at Heritage Middle School 
five days a week and at Longs Peak Middle School two 
days a week and will hold evening classes at AFY. CRAM, 
which offers classes for all students at risk of expulsion, 
is conducted in partnership with the St. Vrain Valley 
School District students. In the last three years, CRAM 
has helped to halve the expulsion rate at Heritage and 
Longs Peak. • 

Alternatives for Youth’s summer was a time of continu-
ing and updating programs, including a redesign of the 
AFY websit e.  See our new look and updated informa-
tion at www.alternativesforyouth.org. AFY’s website will 
be regularly updated with information about programs 
and events. Following are high-
lights from our programs: 

Celebrando la Familia’s 
Summer Program had 80 par-
ticipants this summer, including 
18 teen assistants, who took 
trips to local attractions, par-
ticipated in a variety of activi-
ties, worked on academics and 
participated in community ser-
vice and leadership develop-
ment activities. During the 
Summer Program wrap-up with 
the teen assistants, the teens 
expressed learning about taking 
responsibility for their lives and choices, being positive 
role models for younger kids and forming strong friend-
ships.  The 2007 Homework Club program kicked off at 
two elementary and one middle school at the beginning 
of September. 

Celebrando staff and participants have been an impor-
tant part of many recent community events.  Program 
Director, Mary Vigil, helped orchestrate a successful 
Dieciseis de Septiembre celebration on September 15 in 
Longmont, with approximately 500 people attending to 
celebrate Mexican Independence Day.  In September, 
staff and youth also participated in the Centennial Park 
Peace Celebration as part of the International Day of 
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A F Y  F Y I :  PROGRAM UPDATES 

r   Receiving periodic informational e-mails 
r  Volunteering 

Making a gift donation of 
r  $25  r  $50  r  $100 
r  $150  r  $200  r  $250 
r  Other:     

 

NEW ! Make a secure online credit  card donat ion 
t o A lt ernat ives for  Youth at  www.givingfir st .org. 

Name:   

Address:   

City, State, Zip:   

Phone:   

E-mail:   

Yes!  I/we want  to help young people succeed!  I/we wish to support  A lternat ives for  Youth’s 
work in helping youth succeed by: 

Please return this form to Alternatives for Youth, 24 Ninth Avenue, Longmont, CO 80501 or fax to 303.776.1093.  Alternatives 
for Youth is a 501(c)(3) non-profit.  Donations to Alternatives for Youth are tax deductible.  We do not sell or trade our mailing 
or e-mailing list to anyone. 

"  

The Summer Program assistants played fun games during a lock-in. 



Yo ut h M at t er s i s a  q u ar t er l y  
p u b l i cat i o n  o f  

A l t er nat i ves f o r  
Y o u t h ,  I nc .  

24 Ninth Avenue 
Longmont, CO 80501 
Phone: 303.776.8184 

www.alternativesforyouth.org 

S P O T L I G H T :  A N G E L  S A L A T H E  
Role at  AFY: 
Program Direc-
tor, Clearview 
Ed ucat i o nal 
Center 

W hy She Ac-
cepted t he 
Posit ion: “ It’s 
what I put in 

my positive box.”  

Vision for  Clearview Educat ional 
Center : “My vision is to develop a rigor-
ous academic program based on the best 
practices, knowledge and training of our 
highly qualified teachers.”  

In July, Angel Salathe (pronounced 
“salthy”) became the Program Director 
for Clearview Educational Center, AFY’s 
alternative school for expelled middle and 
high school students in the St. Vrain Valley 
School District. Angel joined the 
Clearview staff in February 2007 as a 
teacher and curriculum developer. 

Angel brings extensive experience and 
knowledge of educating at-risk youth to 
lead Clearview.  She holds a Bachelors in 

secondary education social studies and a 
Masters in teaching and learning from St. 
Mary’s University of Minnesota. Angel has 
12 years of experience as a social studies 
and art teacher, including eight years at 
Crossroads Alternative High School in 
Minnesota, a program that reaches the 
academic needs of non-traditional learn-
ers in a rigorous, non-traditional setting, 
and, most recently, at Montbello High 
School in Denver.   

As an educator, Angel served as a Minne-
sota Association of Alternative Programs 
(MAP) Advisor, department leader and 
district level representative for Cross-
roads, expeditionary learning trip leader 
and curriculum developer, and a teaching 
and learning specialist for educational eq-
uity, in which position she facilitated 
Anoka-Hennepin School District’s inclu-
sion of sexual orientation in the district’s 
anti-discrimination policy. 

Angel keeps a positive and negative box 
in her car, the former for things she 
wants and the later for things she wants 
to let go of. During the job search that 

(Continued on page 2) 

Board of Directors 
E.C. Bell, President 
Greg Wagner, Vice-President 
Dr. Jack Hay, Treasurer 
Rick Beisel, Jr., Secretary 
Bob Arnold 
Tom Ericson 
Art Quintana 
Connie Syferd 
 
Thank you suppor ters! 
Adolph Coors Foundation 
ADAD 
Amgen Foundation 
Anschutz Family Foundation 
Boulder County 
City of Longmont 
Community Foundation 

Serving Boulder County 
Community Shares of 

Colorado 
Daniels Fund 
Denver Foundation 
Drop-in-the-Bucket 
Eberspacher Family 

Foundation 
Education Foundation of the 

St. Vrain Valley 
Elevations Credit Union 
First United Methodist 

Church 
IBM Employee Contributions  
J.P. Morgan Chase 
Longmont Community 

Foundation 
Lynn and Helen Clark Fund 
Ray and Clark Lanyon Fund 
Rose Community Foundation 
St. Vrain Valley School 

District 
United Way of the Foothills 
Women’s Foundation of 

Colorado 

Alternatives for Youth, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
that promotes academic persistence and success of 

youth by instilling values that lead to positive 
choices and positive community impact and by 

encouraging social, cultural, and self development.   
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